
 

Southside Church of Christ 
529 Country Club Lane 
Hopkinsville KY 42240 

Phone:  270-885-8392 
Fax: 270-885-7615 
Email:  southsidecoc@hesenergy.net 
 

Qualified/  

Disqualified 
 

 I have never qualified for anything that would compare to the Olympic Games.  Through the 

Welcome! 

If you are visiting with us today please feel free to participate.  We will sing and pray to the Lord  and express our 

adoration and thanksgiving for all the blessings He freely gives.  We will have an offering this morning and we do not 

want our visitors to feel obligated in any way.  There is a nursery located through the double doors located to the left 

of the pulpit.  A children’s worship is provided for children ages 2 through Kindergarten on the second floor which 

will be announced during our service.  Please turn your cell phone ringers off during our service. 

Birthdays 
Debbie Anderson Jan. 23 
Luke Luttrull Jan. 23 
Katherine Baker Jan. 25 
Carla Oatts Jan. 25 
Ed Staley Jan. 27 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Pray this week for: 
Jan. 19—Donna Pickerill 
Jan. 20—Robin Pollard 
Jan. 21—Madison Mayher 
Jan. 22—Chris Mayher 
Jan. 23—Terri Putty 
Jan. 24—Paul Ray 
Jan. 25—Dawn Ray 

Sunday Morning Worship 
January 19, 2025 

 

9 AM—Bible School Classes 
Basement—Adult Class—Developing Great Leaders—Tim Neal 

Basement Classroom Adult Class—The Book of John—Tim Arvin 
Auditorium Adult Class—Christian Character—Tom Rogers  

Ed. Bldg. Upstairs Classroom—Young Adult Class—Rotating Teachers 
Nursery and 1-year-old class—Main Level 

2 year old—6th Grade —Main Building Upstairs Classrooms 
7th—12th grades—Education Building Youth Room 

 
10 AM Service 

Song Director…Jackson Wells 
Opening Prayer .... John Wheeler 

Preside at Communion ..........Ed Staley 
Scripture………..Jonathan Neal (Isaiah 43:16-19) 

Speaker ................  ........ Tim Neal 
Sermon — RESET (Isaiah 43:1-21) 

Dismissal Prayer………...Lester Buckner 
 

Children’s Worship Teachers—Mike & Cathy Dougherty 
Helpers—Collin Staley and Chase Cook 

 

Ushers—Tim Bridges & Russell Hubble 
 

Nursery Attendants—Judy Thomas and Dawn Ray 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

Last Sunday’s contribution—$13,899.00 
Weekly budget—$8,504.00 

Sunday school attendance last week—136 
Worship service attendance last week—224 

KINGDOM KIDS  
Southside Elementary Teacher 

Schedule 

 

Elders 
Scott Cowan 

Mike Dougherty 
Freddy Farmer 

Pete Harry 
Ed Staley, Chairman 

 
 

Minister 
Tim Neal 

239-241-0862  
tim@ 

southsidehopkinsville.com 
 

Youth Minister 
Jackson Wells 
270-847-8511 

j.wells25134@gmail.com 
 
 

Deacons 
Peyton Crump 

Brad Dougherty 
David Howell 
Tom Rogers 
Roy Staley 

Tyler Stallons 
Rick Wells 

Jay Zieg 
 

Missionaries 
Ricardo Alvarado 

Costa Rica 
Allan Lopez 

Panama 
Dorian Flynn 

Africa 
 

Sunday Services 
Bible School 9:00 AM 

Worship 10:00 AM 
 

Wednesday Services 
Bible Class 6:30 PM 

 

Internet Home Page 
www.southsidehopkinsville. 

Com 
 
 
 
 

Mourning a tiny church’s closing 

Although small in number, this Texas congregation’s legacy will live on.  

GREENWOOD, TEXAS — After 128 years of faithful service to the Lord, the end came 
suddenly for the Greenwood Church of Christ.  
 

I’d worship at the little country church a few times a year, arriving a half hour or so 
early with my parents, Bob and Judy Ross. Mom would fill the communion trays and 
set out homemade cookies or brownies, while Dad, the preacher, reviewed his Bible 
class lesson and sermon notes. 
 

Wayne East, elder and songleader, would show up a few minutes later with his wife, Theresa. 
They’d smile and greet me, and Wayne would hand me a copy of the single-page church bulle-
tin he’d edited and printed out. Even though I lived 160 miles away and visited infrequently, I 
knew I’d find my wife, Tamie, who suffers from rheumatoid arthritis and other autoimmune 
diseases, on the prayer list.  

I’d shake hands with Bill Woolaver, the other elder and Theresa East’s father. I’d talk about 
baseball with deacon Lonny Henry, a truck driver and farmer, and enjoy hearing his wife, Joy, 
discuss her nursing work.  In its heyday, this North Texas community settled by 19th-century 
pioneers boasted two saloons, four grocery stores, a hotel, a bank, a barbershop, a blacksmith 
shop and a cotton gin. More than a century later, a little country store serves the few remain-
ing residents of the unincorporated ranching community, 55 miles north of Fort Worth.  Up 
the street from the store and the volunteer fire station next door, the Greenwood church 
gathered each Sunday — with roots dating all the way back to 1896. 

A 1906 tornado destroyed the original church building, according to the congregation’s 
written history. The white wooden structure built to replace it served as the church’s meeting 
place for nearly a century.  A classroom building was constructed in 1987, followed by a new 
auditorium in 2003. After the new auditorium opened, the old church facility was sold and 
taken apart to be moved to a new location. For the past few decades, God blessed my family 
— and me — through the Greenwood believers, who were tiny in number but giant in heart.  

When my three children, now adults, were younger, the little congregation frequently donat-
ed money to help them go on mission trips. When my oldest child, Brady, was a teenager, the 
Greenwood elders gave him his first opportunity to preach. And they kept inviting him back. 

In the mid-1950s, an entertainer named Pat Boone moved to the Lone Star State to pursue 
music studies at the University of North Texas. While in Texas, Boone delivered sermons at 
various Churches of Christ. Greenwood . 

Over the years, a variety of ministers honed their preaching skills at Greenwood — from Jim-
my Waggoner, now an elder of the Sanger Church of Christ in North Texas; to Clyde Slimp, 
now a regional director for Texas-based Eastern European Mission; to multiple students from 
the Brown Trail School of Preaching in Bedford, Texas.  (continued on Page 2) 

 

https://christianchronicle.org/out-in-the-country-a-little-texas-church-defies-expectations/
https://christianchronicle.org/60th-anniversary-two-people-fell-in-love-share-legacy-of-faith/
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https://browntrailschoolofpreaching.com/


 

 
 

Slimp recalls going with his youth group from the Decatur 
Church of Christ — about 15 miles west of Greenwood — to 
lead worship at the Greenwood church in 1987. 
“It’s funny now,” Slimp told me in 2013, “but I think I vaguely 
remember it being talked up as a way for us to go encourage 
them since they were a small country church. The reality was 
that by giving us a chance to develop and step up, we were 
the ones who got the biggest dose of encouragement.” 
 

Sermons and naps  
My father, a 1976 graduate of the now-defunct White’s Ferry 
Road School of Preaching in West Monroe, La., served as 
Greenwood’s minister for almost 23 years.   When he started 
in 2002, he and Mom were still working as housepar-
ents at Christ’s Haven for Children in Keller, Texas.  
Dad would make the hour-long drive to Greenwood by him-
self, while Mom took a van full of girls to the Keller Church of 
Christ, where the teens could be involved in the youth group. 
Dad preached in the morning and napped on a church pew in 
the afternoon before sharing another lesson at the evening 
service, which was later discontinued. When my parents re-
tired in 2007 after 25 years with Christ’s Haven, Mom began 
accompanying Dad to Greenwood.  In Dad’s early years at 
Greenwood, Sunday attendance averaged about 25.  
That number swelled to 40 one Sunday in 2006 when the 
Sojourners —  retired Christians who own recreational vehi-
cles and travel the country to help smaller congregations 
grow spiritually and physically — were in town.    
But overall attendance kept declining as young parents 
sought opportunities for their children at larger congrega-
tions, and older members — including Willie C. Cole, one of 
the elders when Dad arrived — passed away.   Another elder, 
Jerry Myers, and his wife, Nancy — who were beloved lead-
ers and mentors at Greenwood for a long time — moved to a 
different congregation a few years ago. Still, the tight-knit 
group that remained persevered, enjoying a third Sunday 
potluck meal every month. “We kept trying,” as my mother 
put it. 
 

Too many funerals  
I last visited Greenwood in June 2024. “People don’t care 
how much you know until they know how much you care,” 
Dad emphasized in his sermon that Lord’s Day.  I nodded and 
jotted down that statement — a variation of one often 
attributed to President Theodore Roosevelt.  
I knew the little country church — with just seven remaining 
members — was struggling to survive. 
I didn’t realize my visit last summer would mark my final 
time to worship at Greenwood.  
Dad, who will turn 80 this spring, had preached too many 
funerals.   The most recent one came in October 2023 when 
Paul Wagner, who was known for sharing Jesus as a longtime 
greeter at Whataburger and later Taco Bell in Decatur, died 
at 78.  Wagner’s passing left the congregation with one few-
er man to pray, lead singing and help with the Lord’s Supper. 

Some of the other members — including Dad and Wayne 
East — faced serious health challenges.  Even walking to the 
pulpit often left Dad, who has battled lung problems along 
with his diabetes, out of breath. East, meanwhile, dealt with 
ataxia, a degenerative disease of the central nervous system. 
If you look up ataxia, it says loss of balance and coordina-
tion,” East explained to me. “It’s this neurological disease 
that I’ve had for 25 or 30 years, but just in the last five or six 
years, it’s hit me where I can’t do anything else.” Songlead-
ing became more and more of a challenge. But East was 
quick to add, “I’m blessed more than a lot of people because 
I can still get up and walk around and do things, and for that 
I’m really grateful.” 
 

Time to say goodbye 
On a Sunday late in 2024, the members talked and decided 
the congregation could not go on.  Dad had informed the 
elders he could preach through the end of the year. But his 
health would not allow him to keep making the 40-mile drive 
from his Fort Worth-area home. “I’m glad your dad wanted 
to retire because with Paul (Wagner) gone and my not being 
able to lead singing, it was perfect timing to sell the build-
ing,” said East, who will cherish fond memories such as wel-
coming children from the community to Vacation Bible 
School. 
I’ve confessed this previously, but when I first started visiting 
Greenwood in the early 2000s, I had a few misconceptions. I 
assumed that the small crowd of older Christians must be 
going through the motions and not making a big difference 
in God’s kingdom.  Shame on me. I could not have been 
more wrong.  Over the years, Greenwood’s prayer and gen-
erosity overwhelmed me.  The church supported missionar-
ies in places such as Cambodia, India and South Africa and 
donated monthly to the Tipton Children’s Home in Oklaho-
ma.   
And with the sale of its property to a neighbor who launched 
a daycare in Greenwood, the congregation was able to send 
thousands of dollars to a number of vital ministries — from 

EEM to the “In Search of the Lord’s Way” television program 

to, yes, The Christian Chronicle. (We are extremely grateful 
for the support.)  I didn’t find out about the closing until 
after the fact. Dad mentioned it casually in a telephone con-
versation a few days after it happened.  I lamented the lack 
of a formal goodbye, but Greenwood’s leaders saw no need 
for pomp or fanfare. 

That last Sunday, there was a final partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper. A final prayer. And a final crunching of tires on the 
gravel parking lot as teary-eyed members drove away.  After 
128 years of faithful service to the Lord, the end came sud-
denly for the Greenwood Church of Christ. But praise God: 
The little country church’s legacy will live on.   BOBBY ROSS 

JR. is Editor-in-Chief of The Christian Chronicle. Reach 

him at bobby@christianchronicle.org.  
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Lena Bickers has been diagnosed with metastasized 
bone cancer and will be seeing an ortho oncologist.  
Brenda Logan was briefly hospitalized last week for 
tests.  Ann Young had hip replacement surgery last 
week in Nashville.  Remember these also:  Randy and 
Christy Boren, Judy Batey Conley, Ann Brown, Bill 
Cornell, Betsy Dunn, Wayne Finn, Vonda Gates, 
Bettye Grogan, Hilda Hall, Ricky Hunt, Rocky Joiner, 
Ravinell Morris, Kiran Sathees, Doug Stanley, Freddie 
Sweeney, Lindah Winstead and James Young. 

Door 1—Bobbie Aldridge and Kathy Higgins 
Door 2—Clayton & Katherine Baker 

Door 3—Jerry & Cathy Buchanan and Mary Lynn 
Brame 

Door 4—Tommy & Teri Brooks 

Lads to Leaders  

L2L Workshops will meet 
 tonight , from     

5-6 PM in the basement of the 
Main Building. 

A contribution has been made to the 
Youth Fund in memory of Susan Edwards, 

Elsie Lancaster and Barbara Crawley by 
Peggy Cunningham, in memory of  

Elsie Lancaster and Susan Edwards by 
Duane & Mary Ann Moore, and in memory 

of Susan Edwards by Debbie Anderson 
 Happy New Year, Southside Church of Christ. Thank 
you so much for your generosity!  The gift card and choco-
lates are very much appreciated!  May God continue to 
bless everyone.   Terri Turner 

 Thank you so much for the Christmas gift.  I enjoyed 
Tyler, Cohen and Caroline’s visit so much! It is all very much 
appreciated.   Joyce Audas 

 Thank you for the goody basket you sent me after I 
came home from the hospital. I am a fan of everything in 
there and have thoroughly enjoyed it. Thank you for your 
prayers, calls, texts, and a wonderful card from The Lady's 
Bible Class. It means so much to have remarkable Christian 
friends in good times and in bad. Judy and I love all of you. 
    Jerry Crunk 

Southside will have a spring yard 
sale in April to support our mis-

sions.  Keep this in mind as you do 
your spring cleaning!  The date for 
the sale and the dates donations 

can be brought will be announced. 
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